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August 13, 2009

Dear Administrators:

The Missouri School-wide Positive Behavior Support (MO SW-PBS) Summer Institute June 7-9, 2009, was very successful.  Approximately 1,300 educators participated.  The Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) recognizes the hard work and commitment each school implementing SW-PBS has made in improving the outcomes for all students.

One of the activities during the Institute was the awarding of recognitions to schools meeting the specified criteria across the three levels of bronze, silver or gold.  The purpose of the recognitions is two-fold.  First, reviewing the criteria affords schools and districts the opportunity to accurately self-reflect on their progress implementing and sustaining SW-PBS.  Second, it affords the Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education an opportunity to recognize those schools which have met the criteria in appreciation of their progress.

The bar is purposefully set high for a school to achieve any one of these criteria.  Typically, it is a two to four year process for a school to achieve bronze, a three to six year process to achieve silver, and a five to eight year process to achieve gold.  The number of years it takes to achieve each is lengthy because it involves true systems change, sustaining that change each year, and implementing processes to support students and staff across multiple indicators at all three tiers of prevention and intervention.  Some of the state’s most successful schools have taken a year to prepare and plan with their staff before implementing directly with students.
Attached are the criteria for the 2009-10 school year.  We hope you will take the time to review these with the appropriate staff.   If you have any questions, please contact your regional SW-PBS consultant; the MO SW-PBS state coordinator, Dr. Mary Richter at millerrichterm@missouri.edu; or Julia LePage at Julia.LePage@dese.mo.gov.
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Sincerely, 
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Chris L. Nicastro, Ph.D.
Commissioner of Education

Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education

— Macking a positive difference through education and service —
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