Effective Classroom Practice
Classroom Expectations and Rules

Mini-Module Fact Sheet
•A dependable system of rules and procedures provides structure for students and helps them be engaged with instructional tasks. (Brophy, 1998)

•Teaching rules and routines to students at the beginning of the year and enforcing them consistently across time increases student academic achievement and task engagement. (Evertson & Emery, 1982; Johnson, Stoner & Green, 1996)

•Clearly stating expectations and consistently supporting them lends credibility to a teacher’s authority. (Good & Brophy, 2000)

•Use of expectations and rules provides a guideline for students to monitor their own behavior and they remind and motivate students to meet certain standards.

To enhance the effectiveness of classroom rules, 5 guidelines need to be considered.

	Guideline:
	This Means:
	Example:
	Non-Example

	Observable
	I can see it.
	Raise hand and wait to be called on.


	Be your best.

	Measurable


	I can count it.
	Bring materials.
	Be ready to learn.

	Positively Stated


	I tell students what TO do.
	Hands and feet to self.
	No fighting.

	Understandable


	The vocabulary is appropriate for age/grade level I teach.


	Hands and feet to self.
	Rule for K-1:

Maintain personal space.

*Children of this age do not have a concept of “personal space.”



	Always Applicable
	I am able to consistently enforce.


	Stay in assigned area.
	Remain seated until given permission to leave.

*This would not be applicable when students are working on certain types of group projects.




Other Considerations:

· Students can play a role in formulating classroom rules.

· Display rules prominently so they are easily seen and referred to by teacher and students.

· The teacher models and reinforces classroom rules consistently.

· Classroom rules should be easily monitored.
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