Effective Classroom Practice

Activity Sequencing & Offering Choice

Mini-Module Fact Sheet

According to research use of these strategies is associated with:

· Increases in student engagement with learning and task performance 

· Decreases in disruptive behavior 

· High rates of positive, specific feedback 

· Improved student perception of and preference for assignments students consider difficult
· More positive student – teacher relationships

1.  Activity Sequencing (Kern & Clemens, 2007)
· Thinking about and altering the manner in which instructional tasks, activities or requests are ordered in such a way that promotes learning and encourages appropriate behavior 

· For some students presenting difficult tasks back-to-back often sets the occasion for frustration, failure and problem behavior.  Varying the sequence of tasks may not be necessary for average students, but can be very important for students who are at-risk for learning or behavior concerns (Darch & Kame’enui, 2004).
Task Interspersal = 
Intermingle easy/brief problems among longer or more difficult tasks 

Behavioral Momentum = 
Deliver 3 to 4 simple requests prior to a difficult assignment 
2.  Offering Choice (Kern & State, 2009)
· Teachers can allow choice for…

The type of activity or task to be completed

The order in which tasks will be completed

The kinds of materials students will use to complete an assignment

Who students will work with

Place students will work and 

Use of time before, during or after an activity or assignment
· Steps for using choice in the classroom (Kern & State, 2009, p. 5)

1)  Create a menu of choices you would be willing to provide to students.

2)  Look through your choice menu before planning each lesson.

3)  Decide what types of choice are appropriate and where they fit best in the lesson.
4)  Provide choices as planned while teaching the lesson.

5)  Solicit student feedback and input.

· Remember . . .Every lesson does not have to include all of the choices on your list, but if each lesson you teach provides at least one opportunity for choice, students are likely to benefit.
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