Effective Classroom Practice

Offering Choice Example

Before the Lesson

Based on prior observations and interactions with his students, Mr. Franklin knew that they enjoyed hands-on experiments, and activities that relate to their everyday lives.  He also knew of students who loved using technology rather than paper and pencil tasks.

Mr. Franklin considered his resources (available computers, physical space, staff and time) and developed his lesson accordingly.  At the onset of a lesson on recycling, Mr. Franklin presented students with a choice of two different activities: a) develop a recycling survey or b) plan a recycling program.  He had students vote on what activity they wanted to pursue that day. Students then divided into 2 groups according to their preference

During the Lesson

Mr. Franklin made the content relevant to students by giving them the option of writing a recycling plan for their classroom or neighborhood, developing their own questions for the survey or browsing the internet to search for other surveys available to use as an example.  He further allowed students to select whether they would work in groups, pairs, or individually.  After the students decided on the activity and their working formation, Mr. Franklin encouraged them to choose the manner of completion and materials they would use.  For example, students could handwrite the survey/recycling plan on recycled paper or type it on the computer. 

At the End of the Lesson 

Later, students were asked to select one take home project from a list of choices to be completed by the end of the unit: create and monitor a compost pile, develop a resource notebook of local recycling units or write a persuasive speech to promote recycling programs in the school or community.  Finally, Mr. Franklin asked students to anonymously write on a piece of paper what parts of the lesson they enjoyed most and why.  He wanted to use student feedback for future lesson planning.

MO SWPBS & MU Center for PBS.  Effective Classroom Practice Mini-Module.  Activity Sequencing & Offering Choice.  Handout Three.  Offering Choice Example.  12.21.09.  Adapted from Kern, L. and State, T. M. (2009).  Incorporating choice and preferred activities into classwide instruction.  Beyond Behavior, 18(2), 3-11.


