Effective Classroom Practice

Activity Sequencing

Activity Sequencing Definition:  

Thinking about and altering the manner in which instructional tasks, activities or requests are ordered in such a way that promotes learning and encourages appropriate behavior. 

Strategies for Use:
1)  Task Interspersal:  Intermingle easy/brief problems among longer or more difficult tasks 

2)  Behavioral Momentum:  Deliver 3 to 4 simple requests prior to a difficult assignment 

Example 1 =  Michael does not like to read, so when he has to read he puts his head on his desk and closes his eyes.  His teacher, on this occasion, reads to him for a couple of minutes and asks him just to follow along, engaging his attention.  Next she asks him to read with her, which he does, and then he is then asked to read every other sentence on his own.  He continues to read and the teacher praises him.
Classwide Strategy:  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Example 2 =  Emily is an average math student, but when she is given more difficult problems she works for awhile, then quits and refuses teacher help.  She has already mastered multiplication with 1 digit and 2 digit numbers.  To help Emily the teacher arranges her work to include a mix of 3 digit, 2 digit and 1 digit problems.  The assignment includes more 2 and 1 digit problems than 3 digit examples.  When she finishes a series of problems Emily is asked to raise her hand.  The teacher praises Emily for effort and completion.  This series is repeated and the teacher increases the number of harder problems, checking to see that Emily is successful each time.  Eventually Emily is able to complete a full series of the 3 digit problems with accuracy (Colvin, 2009, p. 53).

Classwide Strategy:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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