Effective Classroom Practice

Academic Success & Task Difficulty

Example Vignettes

Vignette 1:

On the first day of a new unit, the teacher, Mr. Bridges, gives the students a brief overview of the topic.  To pique their interest, Mr. Bridges tells the students about some fun projects and activities, then he briefly describes the many different posters, pictures, and models of the topic that are displayed around the room.  Mr. Bridges encourages the students to explore these materials during their free time.  Mr. Bridges then guides the students though the textbook to look at pictures and topic headings. This helps the students gain an understanding of where their learning will take them. They especially get excited about the videos he describes. Each time the students are directed to take notes with the reading, two students in a class of 26 talk out and frequently get out of seat.  Mr. Bridges decides to assess the students’ writing and determines that the two students who do not engage in note-taking are significantly below their peers.

What strategy should Mr. Bridges use to address task difficulty?

Vignette 2:

Tracy listens attentively to instruction and participates in class discussion.  She usually completes the first problem of each assignment, then she talks to peers who sit near her or she repeatedly gets up to sharpen her pencil or obtain other things in the classroom.  The teacher quietly reminds Tracy to return to work at her desk.  Tracy returns to her desk and asks for assistance to complete the second problem.  After she completes the second problem, she stops working and begins to talk or walk. 

What strategy should be used to address task difficulty for Tracy?

Vignette 3: 

Dalton sits quietly, but does not complete his work during writing activities. His reading skills are at grade level.  He is able to accurately retell what he has read and can orally answer all comprehension questions.  When he is directed to write his answers to the comprehension questions, he writes very slowly, then stops writing and puts his head down on his desk.

What strategy should be used to address task difficulty for Dalton?
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